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the effectiveness of the costume when both baori
and kimono are bright and have loud designs which
neither compliment nor fortify each other."
No one can predict the future of native dress
but Mr. Ezaki feels certain that no advances have
been made since the Meiji Restoration over seventy
years ago. The most valuable innovation has been
the development of obi weaving whereby the
bulky linings have been eliminated. Most of the
changes have been of a foreign and hence detri-
mental nature. The fine old materials get more
expensive all the time. A few years ago no Japa-
nese would think of renting a kimono, but now
even a few people of good family rent wedding
gowns which, after all, are very expensive and are
used only once unless there is a younger sister in
the family.1
But everyday clothes can hardly be rented,
1 Complete wedding attire as well as afternoon kimono
are rented by such firms as the Shimku Shoten in Ushigome
ward, Tokyo. Rental varies from Y 20.00 to Y 50.00 for
the day depending upon the quality of the garments. For
this fee the kimono, undst-kifltono, obi^ obiage> (top ornamental
cloth used above the obi), obidome (cord worn over the obi
which supports the bow in the back), small purse holding
paper fan, hair ornaments and tstmo kakusbi (bride>s head
cloth) are furnished. Country people sometimes buy such
equipment second hand for they must display their trousseau
to the neighbours for several days after marriage and so they
cannot conveniently rent clothes.